APRIL i

ST HUGH, CONFESSOR, BISHOP OF GRENOBLE

(A.D. 1132)

[From Ms life, written two years after his decease, by his intimate friend Guigo, fifth prior of the
Great Chartreuse, by the order of Pope Innocent II. Bollandus ad Apr. j, p. 36; Mabttlon,
Annal. lib. Ixvi. n. 34; Pagi ad An. 1080; Hist. Liter, de la France, t. xi. p. 149.]

THE first tincture of the mind is of the utmost importance to virtue; and
it was the happiness of this saint to receive from his cradle the strongest
impressions of piety by the example and care of his illustrious and holy
parents. He was born at Chateau-neuf, in the territory of Valence, in
Dauphin^, in 1053. His father, Odilo, served his country in an honour-
able post in the army, in which he acquitted himself of his duty to his
prince with so much the greater fidelity and valour, as he most ardently
endeavoured to sanctify his profession, and all his actions, by a motive
of religion. Being sensible that all authority which men receive over
others is derived from God, with an obligation that they employ it, in the
first place, for the advancement of the divine honour, he laboured, by all
the means in his power, to make, his soldiers faithful servants of their
Creator, and by severe punishments to restrain vices, those especially of
impurity and lying. By the advice of his son, St Hugh, he afterwards
became a Carthusian monk, when he was upwards of fourscore years old,
and lived eighteen years in great humility and austerity under St Bruno
and his successors, in the Great Chartreuse, where he died one hundred
years old, having received extreme unction and the viaticum from the
hands of his son. Our saint likewise assisted in her last moments his
mother, who had for many years, under his direction, served God in her
own house, by prayer, fasting, and plenteous alms-deeds. Hugh, from
the cradle, appeared to be a child of benediction. He went through bis
studies with great applause, and his progress in piety always kept pace
with his advancement in learning. Having chosen to serve God in an
ecclesiastical state, that he might always dwell in his house and be occupied
in his praises, he accepted a canonry in the cathedral of Valence, In this
station, the sanctity of his life and his extraordinary talents rendered him
the ornament of that church; and the gentleness and affability of his
deportment won him the affection of all his colleagues. He was tall
and very comely, but naturally exceeding bashful; and such was his
modesty that for some time he found means to conceal his learning and
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